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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person-- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!}. 


-MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission-to hospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for ininries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an cinual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Suchannual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of a Command is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General's 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD's and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 
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MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms g6ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes of the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of total beds 
authorized and total beds occupied. 


Unless otherwise specified, beds authorized as shown in this report are 
defined in par. 36h of AR 40-1080, C 2. Total beds include expansion beds 
in addition to normal. beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, 
venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not 
included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


Regional Hospitals are distinguished from Station Hospitals by the letters 
(RH) appearing after the name of the station. Likewise Convalescent Hospitals 
‘are denoted by the letters (CH). 


In the Case of General Hospitals there.are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted, the number disposed of during the week (by 
return to duty, transfer, death, CDD, or otherwise), and the number of such 
patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) 
at the end of the week, subdivided by disease, injury, and battle casualty 
patients. The patient days of treatment are presented separately for hospital 
and for convalescent facilities. The bed capacity and beds occupied in con- 
valescent facilities are also indicated. . 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it-should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of § or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 25 AUGUST 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORSIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

During the week ending 25 August 1944 the admis- 
sion rate from all causes decreased to 533 per year 
per thousand strength, which is 4 percent below the 
rate for the previous week and less than 1 percent 
above the minimum rate fr 1944 registered during the 
last week of June. Current morbidity thus continues 
well below the lowest rates reported in 1942 or 1943. 


The current week's admission rate from all di- 
seases combined decreased to 464 per thousand, which 
is 33 percent under that for the corresponding week of 
1943. 


Morbidity from injury decreased to 69 per thou- 
sand and is about 30 percent lower than for the corres- 
ponding week of 1943. The current week's admission 
rate from injury is the lowest reported for any week 
since May 1944. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 


fractionally to 67 per thousand, which is more than 
25 percent under the rate for the corresponding week 
of 1943. Since the week ending 23 June 1944 the ad- 
mission rate from these causes has fluctuated between 
65 and 68 per thousand; this very low level of mor- 
bidity is considerably under the lowest rates exper- 
ienced in 1942 or 1943. 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained at 6 
per thousand or about one-third lower than for the 
corresponding week of 1943. During the past two 


months morbidity from this cause has been at about 
the same level each week. 
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Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal disease, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry into active service, increased 
to 39 per thousand to equal the peak rete for the year 
reported during the week ending 28 July. Current mor- 
bidity from these causes is about 10 percent greater 
than during the corresponding week of 1943. 


The admission rate fram diarrhea and dysentery con- 
tinued at 10 per thousand for the current week, which is 


more than 50 percent under the rate for the correspond- 
ing week of 1943. : 


The number of new cases of meningitis remained at 
the relatively low level of 20 new cases per week, or 
about half the number reported during the corresponding 
week of 1943. The number of new cases of rheumatic 
fever decreased further to the lowest level recorded 
this year (about 75 percent lower than the peak number 
reported for the week ending 24 March). New cases of 
poliomyelitis numbered 8 for the current week, which is 
the highest weekly total reported this year. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

The admission rate from disease decreased in all 
Service Commands except the Sixth where only a slight 
increase was registered. The largest decreases were re- 
corded in the Second Service Command and the Military 
District of Washington. 


The First Service Command reported the highest mr- 
bidity from all causes (608 per thousand) and fran 


disease (547 per thousand). The lowest morbidity fran 


all causes was reported by the Seventh Service Command 
(500 per thousand), closely followed by the Eighth 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT'D) 


Service Command (503 per thousand). The Eighth 
Service Command reparted the lowest morbidity from - 
disease (426 per thousand); this is the fourth con- 
secutive week that this Command has reported the 
lowest morbidity from disease. 


Most of the Service Commands reported lower ad- 
mission rates from injury, with only small increases 
being shown for the First and Fourth Service Commands. 
The largest decreases were registered in the Military 
District of Washington and the Second, Third, Fifth, 
and Ninth Service Commands. The Eighth Service Com 
mand with a rate of 77 per thousand reported the high- 
est morbidity from this cause, while the Third, Sixth, 
and Seventh Service Commands and the Military District 
of Washington with rates of less than 60 per thousand 
were the lowest. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Although the admission rate from colds, influen- 


za, etc. for the country as a whole remained at about 
the same as for the previous week, there were marked 
changes in morbidity from these causes in some Service 


Commands. Sharp decreases were recorded by the Second, 
Third, and Fourth Service Commands, while increases 
were registered in the Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Ser- 
vice Commands. 


The Second Service Command reported the highest 
morbidity (96 per thousand) from colds, influenza, etc. 
despite a sharp decrease from the revised admission 
rate of 111 per thousand registered the previous week. 
The Fourth and Seventh Service Commands both with rates 
of 59 per thousand reported the lowest morbidity from 
these causes. 


The Second Service Command and the Military Dis- 


trict of Washington reported sharp decreases in morbid- 
ity from pneumonia from the relatively high rates re- 
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ported the previous week. The Sixth Service Command 
continued to register morbidity from this cause of 
about 10 per thousand; this was by far the highest ad- 
mission rate reported by any Service Command. | 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity due to "new" venereal (excluding EPTS) 
cases increased in all Service Commands, except the 
First, the Fourth, and the Military District of Wash- 
ington. In the First Service Command a sizeable de- 
crease was recorded from the very high level of the 
previous week. Most of the increases were of relative- 
ly small magnitude except in the Sixth Service Command 
where the admission rate rose from 41 per thousand to 
61 per thousand; this increase occurred generally 
throughout the Service Command and of the ten stations 
with a strength of 5000 or more, 8 experienced higher 
admission rates. The Fifth and Sixth Service Commands 
both reported morbidity from these causes of about 60 
per thousand. All Service Commands except the Mili- 
tary District of Washington reported admission rates 
of 35 per thousand or more. 


The highest morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery 
was reported by the Fifth Service Command (14 per thou- 
sand); all other Service Commands reported admission 
rates of about 10 per thousand or less. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate increased for the sixth 
consecutive week to 39.0 per thousand for the current 
week; this is the highest rate recorded since the week 
ending 10 March 1944. Over 20 percent and possibly 25 
percent of the current non-effective rate arises from 
days of treatment for cases evacuated from overseas 
theaters. The non-effective rate for personnel statio 
ed in this comtry is estimated to be lower than in 
1943-6 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


Ts. G_ UNDE T 
The total number of Arny Seitaada remaining in 
hospital at the end of the week represented a rate 
of 38.6 per thousand strength. The number of neuro- 
| psychiatric cases remaining as of 25 August 1944 was 
reported at 16,232 or about 650 more than the pre- 
vious week. 


The number of non-battle injury patients re- 
maining under treatment in hospital and quarters as 
of 25 August 1944 totaled about 31,400 or almost 
1,400 in excess of the number at the beginning of 
July. The number of battle casualty patients re- 
maining increased by more than 600 to 12,0613 all 
but 310 of these were in General Hospitals. 


CERTIFICATES OF D LITY FOR DISCHARGE: 


During the week ending 25 August 1944 the total 
number of enlisted men discharged by CDD was 3,471 - 


about 150 more than the previous week and the highest 
number recorded since such data have been reported 

(in July and subsequent). More than one-half of these 
discharges were reported by General Hospitals. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 
The total authorized beds as of 25 August 1944 


numbered about 289,000 or 3,000 less than at the end 
of the previous week. The total number of beds oc- 
cupied was 137,000 (or 47 percent of the total beds 
authorized) which was about 1,000 less than at the 
end of the previous week. Included in the total 
authorized beds were 258 T/O hospital beds and tent— 
age, none of which were occupied. 


The total authorized beds in General Hospitals 
numbered 113,279 which was an increase of about 2,200 
over the previous week, due principally to the open- 
ing of a new Generel Hospital at Fort Lewis, Wash. 

The total number of beds occupied in Generel Hospitals 
was 52,933 (or 47 percent of the authorized beds) 
which was about 600 more than at the end of the 
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previous week. 


Station hospitals (as distinct from Regional 
Hospitals) reported about 109,000 total authorized beds, 
while Regional Hospitals reported about 67,000 beds. 
The number of beds occupied at station hospitals was 
about 48,000 or 44 percent of total authorized beds. 
The beds occupied at Regional Hospitals numbered about 
36,000 or 54 percent of total authorized beds. Eight 
stations (De Ridder AAB, La., Brookley Field, Ala., / 
Stockton Ordnance Depot, Calif., St. Petersburg C.H., 
Fla., Santa Ana AAB, Calif., Camp Clark, Mo., Florence 
PW Camp, Ariz., and Camp Murphy, Fla.) reported more 
beds occupied than authorized beds; the first five of 
these were in this same category last week. 


Included among the station hospitals are eight 
which are designated as Convalescent Hospitals (ZI); 
these reported 3,017 authorized hospital beds (1,671 
occupied) and in addition 10,720 beds in convalescent 
facilities (1,596 occupied). 


The bed capacity of convalescent facilities in 
General Hospitals was 19,410. Mayo G.H. and Letterman 
GeH. discontinued reporting such facilities, while Dewitt 
GH. and Dibble C.H. reported them for the first time. 
The total beds occupied in such convalescent facilities 
was 6,583 or 34 percent of the total bed capacity. 


The occupants of the 52,933 hospital beds at Gen-— 
eral Hospitals (excluding beds at convalescent facili- 
ties) were as follows: Army (excluding AAF and WAC) - 
41,321, AAF-7,128, WAC-500, other U.S. armed forces -' 
187, allied and neutral armed forces—58, prisoners of 
war-2,134 and tivilians- 1,605. 

As of 25 August hospital beds occupied by prisoners 
of war (including Italian Service Units) totaled 6,143 
(3,870 at prisoners of war camps, 2,134 at Generel 
Hospitals, and 139at other stateons), 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
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VOLUME __IV 


REPORT NO. 3h 


WEEK ENDING25 August 19 hy 


MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (2) 


1-Bragg, Ft., N.C. 
l-March Fld., Calif. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (3) 


l-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
2=Blanding, Cpe, Fla. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (15) 
il-Gardner, Fld., Calif. 
l-Minter Fld., Calif. 
l-Muroc, AAF., Calif. 
10-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


DYSENTERY, AMEBIC (12) 


1-Deshon G.H., Pa. 
1-Woodrow Wilson G.H., Va. 
1-Oliver G.H., Ga. 

1-Van Dorn, Cpey Miss. 
1-Campbell, Cp., Ky. 
1-Romulus, AAF., Mich. 


1-Pasadena Area, R.H. Cali 


- 6 July 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL 


INTEREST 


l-Detrick, Cpe, Md. 
l-Sheridan, Ft., Till. 


B-Letterman G.H. ’ Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (10) 


1-Bainbridge, AAF., Ga. 
1-MacDill Fid., Fla. 
2-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 
1-Fitzsimons, G.H., Colo. 
1-Barkeley, Cp., Tex. 
1-Ellington Fid., Tex. 
1-Polk, Cp.,; La. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) 
i-Florence, P.W., Ariz. 


UNDULANT FEVER (2) 


l-Geo. Wright, Ft., Wash. 
‘leLewis, Ft., Wash. 


BULLIS FEVER (1) 
l-Lemoore, AAF., Calif. 


POLIOMYELITIS (8) 
1-Pine, Cpe, N.Y. 
1-Bragg, Ft., N.C. 
1-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
1-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
1-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 
1-Snelling, Ft., Minn. 
1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
l-Langley Fld, Va. 
1-Pittsburgh Gen.Disp., Pa. 
1-Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
1-UcClellan, Ft., Ala. 
1-Nashville AA Ctr., Tenn. 
Robins Fld., Ga. 

4-Shaw Fld., S.C. 
1-Fletcher G.H., Ohio 
i-Custer, Ft., Mich. 


FILARIASIS (17) 


MATARTA ACQUIRED IN U.S.(20 


1-Kilmer, Cp., NJ. 
2-Monmouth, Ft., N.d. 
2-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
2-Monroe, Ft., Va. 
1-Patrick Henry, Cp., Va. 
1-Washington Nat'l Airport, 
D.C. 
3-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
1-Bragg, Ft., N.C. 
1-Eglin Fld., Fla. 
l-Hendricks Fld., Fla. 
2-Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
1-MacDill Fld., Fla. 


2 |2—Maxwell Fld., Ala. 


-Pinedale, Cp., Calif. 


(one case incorrectly 
reported at Tilton G.H. 
N.J. 

Week ending 18 August 
19h) 


i-Geiger Fld., Wash. 
l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (4) 
ll-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp.,Ark.j2-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 


l-Amarillo, AAF., Tex. 
1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 


1-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
1-Lockbourne, AAB., Ohio 
2-Grant, Cp., Ill. 
3-Mayo, G.H., Til. 
2-Strother Fld., Kans. 
leAmarillo, AAF., Tex. 
1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
2-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 
I-Clovis, AAF., N. Mex. 
2-Howze, Cp., Tex. 
1-Loredo, AAF., Tex. 
h-Laughlin Fld., Tex. 
3-McCloskey G.H., Tex. 
2-Lewis, Ft. Wash. 
3-New Orleans PoE., La. 
1-Polk, Cpe, La. 
1-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
1-Pocatello, AAF., Idaho 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, AAB., Calif. 


Delayed Report 
Week ending 8/18 


1-Patterson Fld., Ohio 


INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (56) 


RESTRICTED 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 
Fab Area S.H., N.Y. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STRENGTH 


1-Valley Forge G.H., Pa. 
l1-Erie Proving Grd, Ohio 
1-Douglas, P.W., Wyo. 
l1-LaJunta, AAF., Colo. 
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TOTAL UNITED STATES 
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Boston Area Hosp., Mass. 
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lest Point, N. Y. Cadets {| 338 
Washington, Ft., Md. 
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HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 28 JULY 1944 
VENEREAL DISEASE ADMISSION RATES 


This Supplementary Health Report presents a study 
of venereal disease admission rates by color for all 
units in the continental United States reporting on 
Form 86ab. The data cover the four week period ending 
28 July 1944 and are shown for individual stations 
only where the colored male strength was 1000 or more, 
with the data for all other units being grouped to- 
gether within each Service Command. 


In considering morbidity from venereal diseases 
during July, reference should be had to the Supple- 
mentary Health Report contained in the Weekly Health 
Report for the week ending 18 August 1944, in which the 
July venereal disease admission rates for all A r= 
sonnel combined are shown for individual stations. On 
page 38 of that report there are set forth the numbers 
of cases remaining under treatment at the end of the 
month, in each Service Command. 


The venereal cases remaining under treatment at the 


end of July accounted for 2.60 percent of all types of 
cases under treatment. The days lost due to venereal 


diseases during the four week period ending 28 July 1944 


totaled about 90,000 or an average of about 22,500 per 


week, representing a non-effective rate of .80 per thou- 


sand. Of the 90,000 days lost due to venereal diseases, 
about 40,000 days were attributable to colored males. 
The resulting non-effective rate from venereal diseases 
for colored males was 4.1 per thousand, while for all 
other personnel it was only .49 per thousand. 


Qn pages 41 to 43 tiiere are presented for the 
first time data on the number of days lost on account 


of venereal diseases and the resulting non-effective 
RESTRICTED 


rates by Service Commands for the first seven months of 
1944. For the early months of the year these data 
have, in part, been estimated. In considering the num-| . 
ber of days lost each "month" it should be kept in mind 
that some of the "months" refer to 5 week periods, 
whereas others relate to 4 week period§, as noted in the 
tables; however, the non-effective rates developed are 
strictly comparable. It is noteworthy that from Janu- 
ary through May there was a consistently downward trend 
in non-effectiveness from venereal disease, despite an 
increasing trend in admission rates from these causes. 
Thus in January an average of more ‘than 50,000 days 
were lost from these causes per week, whereas in May 
the corresponding figure was slightly less than 25,000 
days. The decrease in non-effectiveness was shared by 
both colored males and the remainder of the Army. In 
June and July the venereal non-effective rates remained 
at about the same levels as in May. 


In considering the variations in venereal non- 
effective rates by Service Command, it should be kept 
in mind that such variations reflect not only differ- 
ences in non-effectiveness between Service Commands 
but also to some extent the differences in size of the 
general hospital facilities in each Service Command. 
(This is especially true of the Military District of 
Washington, which has an unusually low venereal rate, 
but because of the location of Walter Reed G.H. in this 


venereal diseases (excluding cases contracted prior to 
entry on active service, designated in this report as 


~ 38 ~ 
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VENEREAL DISEASE ADMISSION RATES (CONT'D) 


EPTS) was at a rate of 35 per thousand in July or more venereal diseases (excluding EPTS cases), as indicated 
than 10 percent in excess of the rate of 31 per thou- ‘in the chart on page 40. The July rete of 272 per 
sand for June. For colored males the July rate was thousand for this Service Command was almost double 
151 per thousand, while for all other Army personnel the July rate among colored males for the country as 
it was only 23 per thousand, both rates being higher a whole. The very high morbidity at Camp Kilmer and 
than in June. Morbidity of colored male persmnel from Camp Shanks, at which are located large numbers of 
venereal disease has continued to be about 7 times as task force troops not under the jurisdiction of the 
high as for other Army personnel. Second Service Command, was in large part responsible 


for the high rate of this Command. The next highest 
The July admission rate for syphilis (excluding morbidity for colored troops (213 per thousand) was : 
EPTS cases) among colored males was about 12 times as reported by the Fifth Service Command. The First and 
high as for other Army personnel, whereas for gonorrhea Seventh Service Commands and the Military District of 
(excluding EPTS cases) the rate for colored males was Washington, with rates of less than 120 per thousand 
only 6 times as high. Venereal diseases other than reported the lowest morbidity from these causes among 


gonorrhea and syphilis (excluding EPTS cases) were prec- colored males. 
tically all reported among the colored males who ac- : 
counted for about 85 percent of such cases although rep- For other Army personnel there was relatively 
resenting less than 10 percent of the total strength of little variation by Service Command in morbidity from 
the Army. The admission rate from such venereal di- venereal diseases (excluding EPTS cases). The Fifth 
seases was 12 per thousand for colored males as contrast-. 2nd Sixth Service Commands both had rates in excess 
ed with only .2 per thousand for the remainder of the of 30 per thousand, but all other Service Commands 
Amy. had morbidity within the range of 20 to 25 per thou- 
sand. As in previous months the Military District of 
For all Army personnel combined the morbidity due Washington experienced plata low morbidity (9 
to venereal EPTS cases, which were predominantly per thousand). 
syphilis, was at « rete of 12 per thousand in July, with For colored males the following stations report- 
corresponding figures of 110 and 3 per thousand for ed admission rates in excess of 300 per thousand from 
colored males and the remainder of the Army, respective- 41) venereal diseases (excluding EPTS cases): Camp 
ly. Variations in the admission rate for venereal EPTS Kilmer, N.J., Camp Shanks, N.Y., Greensboro AAFORD, 
cases reflect entirely the experience among current in- io. Herbert Smart Airport, Gas, Camp Campbell, Ky., 
ductees, so that differences in the incidence of such *. Tewtond wash... Lae Angeles POE Calif, and Camp 
cases by Service Command or by individual station have Stoneman, Calif. : 
little significance. Quite naturally, reception cen- The highest admission rates for syphilis (exclud 
ters report very high rates of admission from venereal ing era) among colored males were reported from Camp 
EPTS cases, whereas other stations usually show few Shanks, N.Y. (87 per thousand) and Los Angeles PoE, 
cases or none at all. Calif. (72 per thousand). The highest rates for col- 
ored troops from "other" venereal diseases (excluding 
For colored males, the Second Service Command con- gprs) were at Camp Kilmer, N.J. (46 per thousand) and 
tinued to report by far the highest morbidity from Camp McCain, Miss. (45 per thousand). 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE CALENDAR MONTH OF JULY 1944 


NATURE OF THE DATA: 
The data regarding injuries to military person- 


nel presented here are based on reports rendered in 
accordance with the provisions of WD Circular No. 252, 
20 June 1944. The first reports were required for the 
calendar month of July but because the directive was 
tardy in reaching some installatios and because the 
reporting system inaugurated was new, many stations did 
not submit reports, and a large proportion of the re- 
ports submitted were incorrect or incomplete. It is 
anticipated that this situation will be largely rem= 
edied with respect to the August reports. 


The reports cover all military persmnel at Class 
I, II, and IV installations with a military strength 
of 25 or more. AAF personnel at such installations 
are included, but all personnel of Class III installa- 
tions regardless of arm or service are excluded since 
they are covered by the separate reporting system of 
the AAF. The reports deal with admissions for injury 
for each calendar month; the terms "admission" and 
"injury" are used as in the Statistical Health Report, 
WD MD Form 86ab (see Nature of the Data on page 2 of 
this report). } . 


For purposes of reporting, military persomel 

are classified according to whether or not attached 
for medical care to the reporting medical installa- 
tion. Injuries are classified primarily as to whether 
they were sustained on duty or off duty (i.e. on leave, 
pass, furlough, or AWOL). Injuries are further class- 
ified according to type of injury, nature of activity, 
causative agent, and unsafe condition or act. 


In general, the analysis of injuries is confined 
to injuries sustained while on duty and to military 
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ANALYSIS OF INJURIES 


personnel attached for medical care to the reporting 
installations, because only such injuries are subject 
to effective control by military authorities. Since 
the frequency of particular types of injuries depends 
to a large extent on the nature of the activities 
carried on within the Service Command or station, no 
definite conclusions may be drawn from differences in 
rates (or percentage distributions of injuries) by 
type of injury, causative agent, etc. unless the nature 
and the extent of particular forms of activity are 
also taken into account. 


" ANALYSIS OF THE DATA: 


Because of the incompleteness of the data, pre- 
viously mentioned, the following analysis will deal 
only with percentage distributions and relative com- 
parisons rather than with actual numbers of admissions 
or admission rates. The data included in the analysis 
covers about *75 percent of the total strength of the 
installations from which reports should have been 
received. As shown by the chart on page 49, the ad- 
mission rate from injury at the installations covered 
by these reports decreased from about 100 per thousand 
strength per year in July and August 1943 to a level 
of about 70 per thousand from December 1943 to May 
1944 but has since increased slightly. 


Analysis. of Admissions by Duty Status: 


In respect to personnel attached for medical care 
to the reporting installation 87 percent of the injury 
admissions were sustained on duty. On the other hand, 
for unattached personnel only about 40 percent were 
sustained on duty. For both attached and unattached 
personnel combined,off duty injuries accounted for 15 
percent of all injury admissions. The admissions for 
attached personnel represented 93 percent of all 


Pet: ee 
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ANALYSIS OF INJURIES (CONT'D) 


injury admissions (irrespective of duty status). 


is of Deaths by Duty Status: 

For attached personnel about 70 percent of the 
deaths were on duty, while among the unattached per- 
sonnel the corresponding proportion was only about 
50 percent. Of the total deaths [irrespective of 
duty status) about 80 percent were among attached per-— 
sonnel. With the on duty deaths of attached personnel 
were included 14 suicides; these accounted for about 
20 percent of all such deaths. 


Analysis of Admissions by Type of Injury: 
Almost 75 percent of the on duty injuries among 


attached personnel were represented by wounds, frac- 
tures, or sprains (including strains and over-exer- 
tion) with an almost equal proportion of cases falling 
into each of thege three categories (see table on page 
50). As would be expected, most of the admissions for 
reaction to drug, serum, or anesthetic (2 percent of 
the total admissions) were reactions to immunization 
and occurred at reception centers and staging areas. 
There was relatively little difference between Service 
Commands for the various categories except for injur- 
ies due to the effects of heat,of which the great 
majority were reported by the fourth and Eighth Ser- 
vice Commands, as might have been anticipated. 


Analysis of Admissions by Nature of Activity: 
About 85 percent of the on duty injuries among 


attached personnel occurred while engaged in scthed- 
uled activities. The greatest number occurred on work 
details accounting for 17 percent of all on duty 
injuries, followed by field problems (13 percent), 
drills or marches (11 percent), and supervised athlet- 
ics (10 percent). 
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Analysis of Admissions by Causative Agent: 
Almost 50 percent of the on duty injuries among 


attached personnel were caused by agents other than 
those specifically listed in the report. The only 
causative agent showing a relatively large proportion 
was terrain (21 percent). Admissions from land vehicles 
not armored (i.e. chiefly automobiles and trucks) acco 
ted for only 6 percent of the total admissions. The 
relatively low proportion of aircraft injuries was to be 
expected because of the exclusion of most AAF personnel 
from the reporting system. 


Analysis of Admissions by Unsafe Condition or Act: 
In almost 75 percent of the on duty injuries among 


‘attached persomnel no unsafe condition or unsafe act 


was reported to have been found. Of the remaining 
cases about half were reported to be due to unsafe con- 
ditions and about half due to unsafe acts. 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF ON DUTY INJURIES AMONG ATTACHED PERSONNEL 
BY CLASSIFICATIONS, JULY 1944 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES EXCLUSIVE OF AAF STATIONS 


ay TYPE GF 


INJURY BY CAUSATIVE AGENT 


Armored vehicle 


Wound 


Fracture | 23594. Land vehicle—-not amored 6.2 
Sprain, strain or overexertion 27.7 Aircraft a 
Burn (excl. sunburn) 366 Machines 8 
Blisters (excl. burns) 23 Heavy weapons—-not hand weapons 3.7 
Effect of heat, cold or exposure Tel Firearms 3.0 
Bite or sting 2el. Equipment other than firearms 6.7 
Inhalation or aspiration 8 Explosives 269 
Absorption or ingestion (incl. poison) 26 Chemicals 2.6 
Reaction to drug, serum or anesthetic 202 Animals or insects 267 
Deliberately self-inflicted injury 4 Building 4-3 
Suicide we Terrain 20.9 
Other Other 46.6 


Total 


Total 


BY NATURE OF ACTIVITY 


BY UNSAFE CONDITION OR ACT 


Drill or march 11.0% Defective equipment 1.8% 
Obstacle course 609 Improper dress or apparel Zen 
Supervised athletics 9.8 Hazardous arrangement 520 
Supervised personal combat 2.4 Other unsafe condition 6.4 
Physical training 4.0 Total, unsafe condition 

Transportation Ae2 

Field problem 134 Horseplay 3.0 
Training in use of firearms Ae5 Other unsafe act 94 
Work detail 17.1 Total, unsafe act 

Other scheduled activity dled 

Unsupervised games 2.3 Unsafe condition or unsafe act not found 
Other unsupervised activity pe 


Total 


Total 
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